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Dear Colleagues,

NHS Blood and Transplant – New Year Blood Donation Campaign – ‘Bleed To Feel Amazing’:
NHSBT have launched a 2019 New Year Blood Donation Campaign entitled ‘Bleed To Feel Amazing’ as the NHS really do need more men to donate and also more black people as their blood is used specifically to treat those with Sickle Cell Anaemia.

NHSBT are hoping that the CWU and its Branches, Regions and Regional Health and Safety Forums can help with their New Year Blood campaign, to try and get as many people as possible to register to give blood.

Many New Year’s resolutions are long forgotten and abandoned by February. If you have abandoned yours by now, consider making a commitment that goes beyond February and continues for the rest of your life, saving up to three other lives as well.

Campaign Posters and social media assets etc., are attached, web banners of different sizes and key messages below. Also below are links to some short, excellent campaign videos of people talking about what New Year’s resolutions mean to them and helping them to think differently about giving blood.
Key Campaign Messages
· Across England 830,000 people gave blood in 2018. This year, NHSBT are asking people to be part of this amazing group of people and make a commitment that makes you feel amazing and saves lives. Around one hour of your time could save or improve the lives of up to three people.

· Last January over 64,000 people registered to give blood and made giving blood their new year’s resolution. Why not join the growing number of life savers?

· Need for men – Currently around two thirds of all new donors are women. NHSBT need more men to come forward to provide life-saving products like plasma and platelets – to save victims of burns, car crashes and provide life-saving treatment to patients with Cancer. Men’s blood is particularly useful to make plasma and platelets used to stop bleeding after injury or surgery.

· NHSBT need more black donors – They urgently need 40,000 black donors to provide much needed blood donations for black patients with sickle cell disease. They need life-saving blood from black donors, which provides the closest match to their own.

· Appointment availability – Don’t worry if you can’t make an appointment straight away, NHSBT appointments fill up pretty quickly as they like to know they have plenty of blood in ‘stocks’. Even if you donate in a couple of months you will be still saving lives! If you want to donate sooner, then check out availability at one of the 23 permanent donor centres where they are open longer and there is more availability. Go to the following link:-https://www.blood.co.uk/the-donation-process/about-our-donation-venues/
Digital Assets:
Here’s an example of the NHSBT digital assets. You can drop the asset below straight into Facebook as it already has a link embedded in it so that anyone who clicks on it can go straight to the NHSBT website to register as a donor. Please can you include the bit.ly link below on any other assets/social media posts to make it easy for people to sign up. By using this link, NHSBT know that it has come through a partner channel:- https://bit.ly/2Bx93Bt
‘Bleed To Feel Amazing’ Campaign Short Videos:
· Be a natural superhero (45 secs) https://youtu.be/sNfDX34gn6s
· Blood donations help people fighting cancer (14 secs) https://youtu.be/54HLOkBz2r8
· What’s your new year’s resolution? (43 secs) https://youtu.be/lU-D6n3RFq0
· Do you stick to your new year’s resolutions? (53 secs) https://youtu.be/_t47tlLls0U
NHSBT Resources Centre:
https://www.nhsbt.nhs.uk/how-you-can-help/get-involved/download-digital-materials/
For Further Information Contact
Claire Lewis
NHS Blood and Transplant
Email: Claire.Lewis@nhsbt.nhs.uk
Tel: 07711 447240

Yours sincerely

 

Dave Joyce
National Health, Safety & Environment Officer
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