Maternity safety at work

ILO guidance

Below is an extract from Croner. The report is available in PDF format at http://www.ilo.org/public/english/protection/condtrav/pdf/wf-jp-04.pdf
Please note that the report is 121 pages long.
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	The International Labour Organization (ILO) has published new guidance on maternity related issues in the workplace, entitled Healthy Beginnings: Guidance on Safe Maternity at Work. 

The guidance covers international standards on maternity protection and explains why maternity protection is needed in the workplace. 

Reproductive hazards at work are discussed in terms of: 

· biological agents 

· chemical agents 

· physical agents 

· physical and mental demands 

· working conditions 

· workplace safety and hygiene.

Occupational risks in different sectors are discussed, including hazards in: 

· agriculture, farming, floriculture and forestry 

· call centres and contact centres 

· chemical and pharmaceutical industries 

· cleaning, waste disposal and laundries 

· clothing, footwear, textiles and toy industries 

· construction and mining 

· health care and other social and residential care 

· hotels, catering and tourism 

· manufacturing and assembly work 

· retail and distribution trades, shops.

Finally, the guidance outlines ways in which various parties, eg employers, employees and governments, may take action to prevent harm and promote healthy maternity. 




