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	No. 482/15

	Ref:  V5/15
	Date:  21st July 2015




To:  All Branches


Dear Colleagues
New UK Drug-Driving Law s and Road Side "Drugalyser" Testing:
Stricter new Laws aimed at stopping people driving while on drugs have come into force in England and Wales. The drug driving law came into effect on 2nd March 2015 in England and Wales changed to make it easier for the police to catch and convict drug drivers. It is also due to be enforced in Scotland once approved by the Scottish Parliament and the introduction of a similar offence is under consideration in Northern Ireland.

This new offence will be section 5A of the Road Traffic Act 1988, which is inserted by section 56(1) of the Crime and Courts Act 2013. It will work very much in the same way as the current drink drive offences (section 5 of the Road Traffic Act 1988) and carry similar penalties.
Police are now be able to use new portable drug testing equipment, known as "drugalyser" devices at the roadside to screen for drugs such as Cannabis and Cocaine at the roadside. Officers will also be able to test for these and other drugs including Ecstasy, LSD, Ketamine and Heroin. Police also have the power to enforce further tests at a police station, even if a driver passes the roadside check.  It is expected that more advanced Testers will be developed in the future. Previously officers had to arrest suspects and take them to a police station to undergo time-consuming blood tests conducted under medical supervision.

If drugs are detected in a driver's system at the roadside using a drug screening device or they are deemed impaired by drugs, they’ll be arrested and taken to a police station for blood or urine tests. If the tests show the person has taken illegal drugs or shows a specified drug above the specified blood limits the individual can be charged with drug driving.

The new regulations set low levels for the eight illegal drugs, with higher levels set for eight prescription drugs, including morphine and methadone. Drivers face prosecution if they exceed limits set for the presence of the eight illegal drugs and eight prescription drugs. It is now an offence to drive with these drugs above a specified level in the blood - just as it is with drink driving. Sixteen legal and illegal drugs are covered by the law, including cannabis, cocaine, ecstasy and ketamine. The limits for all illegal drugs are extremely low – taking even a very small amount of an illegal drug could put a driver over the limit.

Those using prescription drugs within recommended amounts will not be penalised. The situation for people who use prescription drugs has not changed, but the onus is on the individual to assure themselves that their driving ability is not impaired. It has been recommended that drivers who take prescription drugs should carry proof so they can produce it at the roadside if needed after being stopped by the Police and tested.

As Royal Mail and BT operate two of the largest fleets in the UK and Europe and as such a large number of CWU members drive as part or all of their job, this is an important matter as it affects both illegal and prescription drugs with the new regulations setting levels for 8 illegal and 8 legal prescription drugs. The importance here is raising awareness of those drivers who take prescription medications, regarding staying within the recommended amounts and taking medicine as directed, and not being impaired, in order to avoid breaking the law and being penalised. It may help for those on medication to possibly carry proof so they can produce it at the roadside, following a Police stop and Roadside Testing,  if necessary, to avoid legal complications.
Road Safety Campaigners such as Roadpeace, Brake, RoSPA and others have welcomed the new rules which these organisations, the Government and the Police say will save lives. The CWU would certainly support any new rules and tools to improve driver and road safety as well as holding those to account who would break the law and put other innocent road users, drivers and pedestrians at risk. 

Some motoring lawyers have expressed concerns regarding the impact on prescription drug users, particularly those prescribed powerful anxiety or pain relief drugs and therefore awareness of the rules and caution is the message we wish to convey to members in this category. However the Road Safety Minister has stated that prescribed doses of legal drugs given to patients by Hospitals and GPs do not exceed the limits for legal drugs, so most patients should still be safe to drive so long as they stay within the prescribed limits. The Minister said that If a driver is taking his/her medicine as directed and their driving is not impaired, then they are not breaking the law and there is no need to worry as they will not be unfairly penalised. Some prescription or over-the-counter medicines can also impair the ability to drive but advice is normally given at the time they are prescribed. If you’re taking medicines, talk to your doctor, pharmacist or healthcare professional before driving. Basically, there is no need to stop taking medication or to give up driving so long as:
1. you do not drive when you believe you might be unfit or impaired, and
1. you stay within any driving restrictions given by the prescriber/supplier of the drug and in the information leaflet with the medication/drug
Those who are unsure or concerned about how medicine drugs might affect their driving should seek the advice of their GP, Pharmacist or healthcare professional before driving. They will be happy to assist and give advice needed to stay safe and legal.

The new rules run alongside the existing law, under which it is an offence to drive when impaired by any drug. The existing penalties mean drug drivers already face a fine up to £5,000, up to six months in prison and a minimum one-year driving ban.

The new rules are expected to work as a much stronger deterrent and make prosecutions much easier under the 'zero-tolerance' approach. 

	The following prescription and illicit drugs will be included in this new law. The limits are also included and effectively relate to a zero-tolerance policy for illicit substances.

	Generally prescription drugs
	Illicit drugs

	clonazepam, 50 µg/L
diazepam, 550 µg/L
flunitrazepam, 300 µg/L
lorazepam, 100 µg/L
methadone, 500 µg/L
morphine, 80 µg/L
oxazepam, 300 µg/L
temazepam, 1000 µg/L
	benzoylecgonine, 50 µg/L
cocaine, 10 µg/L
delta–9–tetrahydrocannabinol (cannabis and cannabinol), 2 µg/L
ketamine, 20 µg/L
lysergic acid diethylamide (LSD), 1 µg/L
methylamphetamine (Crystal Meth or Ice), 10 µg/L
methylenedioxymethaphetamine (MDMA – ecstasy), 10 µg/L
6-monoacetylmorphine (6-MAM – heroin and diamorphine), 5 µg/L



The Prescription drugs covered by the new law
1. Clonazepam is prescribed to treat seizures or panic disorders
1. Diazepam is used for anxiety disorders, alcohol withdrawal symptoms or muscle spasms
1. Flunitrazepam (also known as Rohypnol) is a sedative originally used in hospitals for deep sedation in the 1970s
1. Lorazepam is used to treat convulsions or seizures caused by epilepsy
1. Oxazepam is used to relieve anxiety, including anxiety caused by alcohol withdrawal
1. Temazepam affects chemicals in the brain that may become unbalanced and cause insomnia problems
1. Methadone is used in the treatment of heroin addiction and for pain relief
1. Morphine or opiates treat moderate to severe pain

The Consequences
The penalties for drug driving are the same as for drink driving. If you are convicted you will receive:
1. A minimum 12-month driving ban
1. A criminal record
1. A fine of up to £5000 or up to 6 months in prison or both
The consequences of a drug drive conviction are far reaching and can include:
1. Job loss
1. Loss of independence
1. The shame of having a criminal record
1. Increase in car insurance costs
1. Trouble getting in to countries like the USA

Over 900 UK drivers fail drugalyser test in two months
Figures collected from county police forces in the UK show that 902 motorists failed drugalyser tests in the first two months of the new Law being introduced. The statistics cover the period from 2 March to 11 May 2015 and all those who failed were then arrested on suspicion of driving under the influence of drugs.

The Institute of Advanced Motorists requested the figures from the government under Freedom of Information laws. The figures show that London’s Metropolitan Police Force arrested the biggest proportion of suspected drug-drivers with a tally of 214.
Northumbria came second with 97 and was followed by Cheshire with 70. Sussex notched up fourth with 58 arrests. The figures indicated that officers in Gwent, Warwickshire and Leicestershire had not arrested anybody on suspicion of drug-driving up to 11 May. The figures are not a truly accurate representation of how the new law is working as six of the police forces in England and Wales did not supply any data for the report. 
.
We hope that the law will help the government stamp out the problem posed by people driving when they were not fit to. People who drive while under the influence of drugs are a danger to other road users as well as to themselves.

Attachments:
1. Drug Drive Limits 2015 - DDE Guide
1. Drug Drive Law Change DOT Poster 
1. Drug Drive Legal Drugs Poster
1. Drug Driving - Effects of Drugs on Drivers
1. Drug Driving Rules DOT Leaflet
1. Drug Driving (Specified Limits) (England & Wales) Regulations 2014
1. Drugalyser - Drager 5000
1. Drugalyser - Securitec DrugWipe
1. Drugalyser - Cozart Rapidscan


Yours sincerely
 


Dave Joyce
National Health, Safety & Environment Officer
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Changes to the Drug Driving Law from 2 March 2015 


Drug drive law is changing to make it easier for the police to detect and prosecute drug drivers. 


A new offence of driving with certain controlled drugs above specified limits is due to come into 
force on 2 March 2015. These new rules will mean it will be an offence to be over the specified 
limits for each drug whilst driving, as it is with drink driving. The new offence will work alongside 
the existing offence of driving whilst impaired through drink or drugs. Drugs covered by the new 
rules include cannabis, cocaine, ecstasy and ketamine. The limits for illegal drugs will be extremely  
low – one smoke of cannabis could put you over the limit. (see below) 
 


 
 
Crime and Courts Act 2013 (excerpt)  


(1) Provision 


     offence 
(2) General nature of offence (3) Mode of 


prosecution 
(4) Punishment (5) 


Disqualification 
(6) 


Endorsement 
(7) 


Penalty  


  points 


(4) In Part 1 of Schedule 2 to the Road Traffic Offenders Act 1988 (prosecution and punishment of offences under 


the Traffic Acts), after the entry beginning “RTA section 5(1)(b)” insert—       


“RTA 
section 
5A(1)(a) 
and (2) 


Driving or attempting 
to drive with 
concentration of 
specified controlled 
drug above specified 
limit. (see below) 


Summarily. On conviction in 
England and Wales: 51 
weeks or level 5 on the 
standard scale or both. 
On conviction in 
Scotland: 6 months or 
level 5 on the standard 
scale or both. 


Obligatory. Obligatory. 3-11


RTA 
section 
5A(1)(b) 
and (2) 


Being in charge of a 
motor vehicle with 
concentration of 
specified controlled 
drug above specified 
limit. 


Summarily. On conviction in 
England and Wales: 51 
weeks or level 4 on the 
standard scale or both. 
On conviction in 
Scotland: 3 months or 
level 4 on the standard 
scale or both. 


Discretionary. Obligatory. 10 


 


New Drug Drive Limits 2015  


      Illicit drugs limits 


1. Benzoylecgonine, 50 µg/L 
2. Cocaine, 10 µg/L 
3. Delta–9–Tetrahydrocannabinol (Cannabis and Cannabinol), 2 µg/L 
4. Ketamine, 20 µg/L 
5. Lysergic Acid Diethylamide (LSD), 1 µg/L 
6. Methylamphetamine - 10 µg/L 
7. Methylenedioxymethaphetamine (MDMA – Ecstasy), 10 µg/L 


6-Monoacetylmorphine (6-MAM – Heroin and Diamorphine), 5 µg/L 


 
Generally prescription drugs 
 


1. Clonazepam, 50 µg/L 
2. Diazepam, 550 µg/L 
3. Flunitrazepam, 300 µg/L 
4. Lorazepam, 100 µg/L 
5. Methadone, 500 µg/L 
6. Morphine, 80 µg/L 
7. Oxazepam, 300 µg/L 
8. Temazepam, 1000 µg/L 
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We do not know what these measures equate to – what 2 µg/L of Cannabis is in relation to common use.
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Dräger DrugTest® 5000 - Alcohol & Drug Detection

[image: http://saturn-data.com/img/forall/image/drugtest5000/2.jpg][image: http://www.chad.co.uk/webimage/1.7136091.1425390783!/image/1127123173.jpg_gen/derivatives/landscape_620/1127123173.jpg]

Dräger DrugTest® 5000

The DrugTest 5000 is an easy to use mobile drug screening system that uses oral fluid to test for seven types of the most commonly abused drugs. This quick drug test provides a non-invasive alternative to the hassle of collecting urine or blood samples. FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT USE ONLY

Contact Us

Easy Evaluation



The DrugTest 5000 system is designed for easy drug screening and accurate results.

· Quick and simple to operate

· User-friendly design

· On-screen instructions guide you through the drug test

Two Step System



System components include:

· DrugTest 5000 Test Kit: a ready-to-use test cassette with a built-in sample collector and volume adequacy indicator.

· DrugTest 5000 Analyzer: a rechargeable, fully automated analyzer providing controlled accurate analysis on site.

Non-Invasive



To protect both you and the donor sample collection is completely non-invasive. When the cassette is handled correctly, you will not come into contact with the donor’s oral fluid.

Quick Confirmation



The device controls analysis time and internal temperature for accurate results. Positive results can be confirmed with a second oral fluid sample via an independent, third-party laboratory analysis. Results are available online in a matter of days.

Stores, Manages, and Prints Results



The analyzer stores the last 500 test results, along with the date and time. You can enter additional subject or test details using the compact keyboard. Data can be downloaded to a PC or printed using the Mobile Printer.

Evaluates Unknown Substances



You can also evaluate an unknown substance right on the spot. Simply collect a sample with the Surface Sampling Kit (SSK) 5000, transfer it onto the collection tip of the test kit, then analyze the sample for immediate results.
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Drugalyser - Securitec 'DrugWipe'.docx
Securitec 'DrugWipe' - Saliva Drug Tester
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[image: drug test for the detection of drug consumption in saliva. The drug test detects 1-6 parameter: amphetamines, benzodiazepines, cannabis, cocaine, methampethamines and opiates. ]



		



NEW: Reduced testing time
Analysis in 3 to maximum of 8 minutes

Certainty in detection of consumption
DrugWipe® is convincing - distinctive test lines in case of drug use and a reliability greater than 95%.

Fast detection of up to 6 drug groups
Cannabis, Opiates, Cocaine, Amphetamine, Methamphetamines (MDMA, Ecstasy) and Benzodiazepines.

NEW: Now the new Ketamine drug test is available.



		 





Securitec DrugWipe® Saliva Tester


 DrugWipe® 6 S
 [image: drug test for the detection of drug consumption in saliva. The drug test detects 1-6 parameter: amphetamines, benzodiazepines, cannabis, cocaine, methampethamines and opiates. ] S 603 G


Cannabis (Marihuana/Hashish/THC), 
Amphetamines/Methamphetamines/Ecstasy, Benzodiazepines,
Cocaine / Crack, Opiates (Morphine/Heroin)


		

Optimal support in efficient screening

· The detection limit of the active substance 
Δ9-THC in saliva is now 10 ng/ml.

· All results remain valid for 10 minutes after the test is completed.

· Easy, quick and hygienic handling with lowest sampling volume and colour indicator.

DrugWipe® S saliva test is robust. The test cassette is designed for a safe transport.







  
[image: drugalyser]  [image: http://i0.wp.com/www.smwcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/swab-test.jpg]
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Cozart


RapiScan
Oral fluid drugs of abuse testing system


The on-site testing system for 
drugs of abuse in oral fluid


Cozart®


RapiScan
Oral fluid drugs of abuse testing system


Cozart  Rapiscan Flyer v2.qxp  2/8/05  01:24  Page 1
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Cozart® RapiScan was developed by Cozart and is the world’s 
first fully integrated, on-site, oral fluid based drugs of abuse
diagnostic system.


Cozart® RapiScan is an innovative drugs of abuse testing system which
provides reliable results in a matter of minutes. The system offers a
number of benefits:


• The use of oral fluid enables simple, painless, non-invasive, 
sample collection. 


• Sample adulteration is less likely as collection can be directly observed.


• It is easy and straightforward to use.


• It provides on-the-spot results in minutes rather than hours or days as
required by conventional laboratory testing. 


• It allows for simultaneous detection of up to five different drug groups
from a single sample. 


Removing the doubt from on-site diagnosis
The hand-held Cozart® RapiScan instrument minimizes user-error and
removes all subjectivity from diagnosis. The system accurately times 
the incubation period, reads, interprets and stores the results which are
displayed on the screen and can be printed. A secondary signal of green
or red flashing lights gives immediate operator feedback. The system 
can be used in dim light or outside, where visual interpretation may 
be difficult.


Unlike many other biological samples, in which drug traces can persist for
considerable periods, the concentration of drugs in oral fluid is a better
indicator of drugs present in the blood.


An oral fluid collection swab A disposable test cartridge
which evaluates the oral 
fluid sample for the presence 
of drugs


A hand held instrument 
which interprets and 
digitally displays the results
and stores them for future 
reference 


Cozart is a pioneering medical diagnostics company. 
It was established in Oxford, UK in 1993 and has
become a leading global supplier of innovative,
reliable, cost-effective immunodiagnostic tests,
particularly those which are used to detect drugs 
of abuse. 


The UK Design Council 
awarded Cozart® RapiScan 
Millennium Product status


Cozart®


RapiScan
Oral fluid drugs of abuse testing system


Five-drug panels


• Cannabinoids, Amphetamine, Cocaine,


Opiates, Benzodiazepines


• Methadone, Amphetamine, Cocaine,


Opiates, Benzodiazepines


Two-drug panels


• Methadone, Opiates


• Cocaine, Opiates


Single-drug panels


• Methamphetamine/MDMA


• Buprenorphine (Urine)


Test cartridges include:


Cozart plc
92 Milton Park Abingdon Oxfordshire OX14 4RY
t +44 (0)1235 861483 f +44 (0)1235 835607 
e info@cozart.biz  www.cozart.biz


©Copyright Cozart plc, 2004
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Don’t take drugs and drive


A new drug driving law has come into force  
in England and Wales. It is now illegal to  
drive with certain drugs above the specified 
blood levels in the body.


Limits are set at low levels for eight illegal
drugs including cannabis and cocaine.


The new legislation makes it easier for the
police to catch and convict drug drivers.


Convicted drug drivers face a minimum one 
year driving ban, a criminal record and a 
heavy fine.


Some medicines are also included in the new 
legislation. However, if you are taking
medicines as directed and your driving is not
impaired, then you are not breaking the law.


For more information visit gov.uk/drug-driving-law


The law has 
changed  
for drivers 
on drugs
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From 2 March 2015 there will be a new drug driving law 
in England and Wales. 


If you are taking your medicine as directed and your 
driving is not impaired, then you are not breaking the law.


It will remain an offence to drive while your ability is 
impaired by drugs and, if in doubt, you should not drive.


To find out more ask your doctor or a member of the 
pharmacy team.
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What should I do if I need 
to take any of the specified 
medicines?


  Keep taking your medicines as 
prescribed.


  Check the leaflet that comes with your medicines for 
information on how your medicines may affect your driving 
ability.


  Do not drive after taking your medicines until you know how 
they affect you.


  Do not drive if you feel drowsy, dizzy, unable to concentrate or 
make decisions, or if you have blurred or double vision.


  If you are taking your medicine in accordance with the 
advice of a healthcare professional and/or as printed in the 


accompany leaflet and your driving is not impaired, 
then you are not breaking the law. 


If you are unsure how the change will 
affect you, talk to your doctor or a 


member of the pharmacy team.


For more information go to 
www.gov.uk/drug-driving-law


DfT © Crown copyright 2010. Printed in the UK 
January 2015 on material containing 100% recycled fibre.


Product code: TINF1407


 


NEW DRUG 
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The majority of patients that are fit to drive and are taking 
medicines as directed are unlikely to be above the specified 
limit and therefore would not be committing the new offence. 


Even if you are above the specified limit but your driving is not 
impaired and you are taking your medicine in accordance with 
the advice of a healthcare professional and/or as printed in the 
accompanying leaflet you will also be within the law.


What will happen if I’m stopped by the police?
The police may use a roadside test to see if you have taken 
any of the drugs – currently devices can only detect cannabis 
and cocaine. If the test detects any relevant drugs, or they 
suspect you to be under the influence of drugs, the type and 
level of the drugs in your body can be confirmed by a blood 
test taken at the police station. There is a medical defence 
that can be raised for the new offence if drivers are taking 
medication as directed and found to be over the limit and not 
impaired. Drivers taking relevant medicines may choose to have 
evidence with them when driving to indicate that they have been 
legitimately supplied and minimise inconvenience. The medical 
defence states that you are not guilty if:


  the medicine was prescribed, supplied, or sold to you to treat a 
medical or dental problem, and


  you took the medicine according to the instructions given by 
the prescriber, a pharmacist or a member of the pharmacy 
team or the information provided with the medicine.


It will remain an offence to drive while your ability is impaired 
and, if in doubt, you should not drive.


From 2 March 2015 there will be  
a new law on driving after taking  
certain drugs (including some  
medicines) in England and Wales. 


This law states that it is an offence to drive with  
certain drugs above specified blood levels in the body, whether 
your driving is impaired or not. This will make it easier for the 
police to tackle drug drivers.


The new law sets limits at very low levels for eight drugs 
commonly associated with illegal drug use, such as cannabis 
and cocaine, to tackle illegal drug use and driving. 


The law also includes eight drugs commonly associated with 
medicinal use, that are sometimes abused, that have been set 
at higher limits based on the available evidence of the road safety 
risk and to reflect their use as medicines. These are:


  morphine used to treat pain – opiate/opioid based medication 
will metabolise (chemically change) into morphine and show  
in a blood result


  diazepam, clonazepam, flunitrazepam,  
lorazepam, oxazepam, temazepam used  
to treat anxiety or inability to sleep


  methadone used to treat drug addiction


Amphetamine used to treat attention  
deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) and  
Parkinson’s disease is also planned to be  
included within the offence in the longer  
term.


SPECIFIED


DRUGS


16
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S T A T U T O R Y  I N S T R U M E N T S  


2014 No. 2868 


ROAD TRAFFIC, ENGLAND AND WALES 


The Drug Driving (Specified Limits) (England and Wales) 


Regulations 2014 


Made - - - - 24th October 2014 


Coming into force - - 2nd March 2015 


The Secretary of State makes the following Regulations in exercise of the power conferred by 


section 5A of the Road Traffic Act 1988(a) and after consultation with representative 


organisations in accordance with section 195(2) of that Act. 


A draft of these Regulations was laid before Parliament in accordance with section 195(4)(b) of 


the Road Traffic Act 1988 and approved by a resolution of each House of Parliament. 


Citation, commencement and extent 


1.—(1) These Regulations may be cited as the Drug Driving (Specified Limits) (England and 


Wales) Regulations 2014 and come into force on 2nd March 2015. 


(2) These Regulations extend to England and Wales. 


Specified controlled drugs and specified limits for the purposes of section 5A of the Road 


Traffic Act 1988 


2. The table below specifies the controlled drugs(c) and, in each case, the limit in blood for the 


purposes of the offence in section 5A of the Road Traffic Act 1988. 


 


Table  


Controlled drug Limit (microgrammes per litre of blood) 


Benzoylecgonine 50 


Clonazepam 50 


Cocaine 10 


Delta-9-Tetrahydrocannabinol 2 


Diazepam 550 


Flunitrazepam 300 


Ketamine 20 


Lorazepam 100 


                                                                                                                                            
(a) 1988 c. 52; section 5A was inserted by section 56(1) of the Crime and Courts Act 2013 (c.22). 
(b) Section 195(4) was amended by section 56(3) of the Crime and Courts Act 2013 and regulation 4 of S.I. 1992/3105. 
(c) Section 11(2) of the Road Traffic Act 1988 provides that the term “controlled drug” has the meaning given by section 2 of 


the Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (c.38). The definition of “controlled drug” was inserted into the Road Traffic Act 1988 by 
section 56(2) of the Crime and Courts Act 2013. 







 2 


£4.25 


UK201410275   11/2014   19585 


http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2014/2868 


Lysergic Acid Diethylamide 1 


Methadone 500 


Methylamphetamine 10 


Methylenedioxymethamphetamine 10 


6-Monoacetylmorphine  5 


Morphine 80 


Oxazepam 300 


Temazepam 1000 


 


 


 


Signed by authority of the Secretary of State for Transport 


 


 Robert Goodwill 


 Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 


24th October 2014 Department for Transport 


 


 


 


EXPLANATORY NOTE 


(This note is not part of the Regulations) 


Section 5A(1) and (2) of the Road Traffic Act 1988 makes it an offence for a person to drive, 


attempt to drive, or be in charge of a motor vehicle on a road or other public place with a specified 


controlled drug in the body, if the proportion of the drug in that person’s blood or urine exceeds 


the specified limit for that drug. These Regulations specify the controlled drugs for this purpose 


and the limit for each expressed as a concentration in blood. 


An impact assessment of the effect that the offence will have on the costs of business, the 


voluntary sector and the public sector is available from the Road User Licensing, Insurance and 


Safety Division, Department for Transport, Great Minster House, 33 Horseferry Road, London 


SW1P 4DR (telephone 020 7944 6945). The impact assessment is annexed to the Explanatory 


Memorandum which is available alongside this instrument on the UK legislation website at 


www.legislation.gov.uk. 
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