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Normand Paulin, eng. 

Director of Occupational Safety

Occupational Health & Safety Commission of Québec

1199, rue de Bleury, 7e étage

Montréal, Québec, H3B 3J1

Dear Mr Paulin,

Re: Chrysotile Asbestos Exports From the Jeffrey Mine, Quebec, Canada
The plan to increase production of the deadly mineral from Canada's Jeffrey 

asbestos mine has enraged workers around the globe and on behalf of the 

250,000 Communication Workers Union (UK), we would add our name to 

those asking that you, as an occupational safety professional, withdraw from 

a project which pretends that chrysotile asbestos exported by the Jeffrey 

mine could be “safely used” overseas and cause no harm to health. Many 

of our members have died and are dying today because of past 

exposure to Asbestos before it was banned in the UK. The UK government 

finally imposed a legal ban on both blue and brown in 1986 and Chrysotile 

White Asbestos in 1999. At least 50000 people in the UK die each year from 

mesothelioma and asbestos related lung cancer as a result of past exposure 

to asbestos. Annual numbers of deaths are predicted to go on rising into the 

next decade and the UK has some of the best Asbestos Control Laws in the 

World. The Countries that will receive Asbestos from the Jeffrey Mine have 

no such protection for workers. The fibers from chrysotile, white asbestos, 

are to blame for a worldwide death count in the millions and Canada plans 

are for the carcinogenic mineral to be shipped to countries where it 

encounters little, if any, protective restrictions on its use. 
Many toxicology experts on the dangers of asbestos say it is absurd to pretend it can be safely used. Chrysotile asbestos is a known human carcinogen -- a widely held fact 

that has been accepted by public health scientists and health agencies for 

decades. All of Quebec's medical and health authorities, including the 

government's own health experts, have stated that chrysotile asbestos cannot 

be “safely used” and would cause asbestos-related diseases and death 

overseas. The World Health Organization estimates that more than 107,000 

people die worldwide each year from asbestos diseases, and the fibers that 

cause it have made asbestos a pariah in most developed nations. At least 55 

countries have already outlawed the use and importation of asbestos. If you 

support the export of Asbestos from the Jeffrey mine it will undoubtedly be 

a death sentence for untold thousands of innocent victims over coming 

years. Can you live with that on your conscience? The CWU(UK) would ask you 

to listen to Quebec's medical and health authorities and experts across the 

world and withdraw from a project, which has been labelled as “medically 

unacceptable”.

We therefore urgently ask that you immediately withdraw from this project. 

I look forward to your response.

Yours Sincerely,

Dave Joyce

National Health Safety & Environment Officer

Communication Workers Union (UK)

 

